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On July 25, Celia Medrano, spokesperson for the independent Salvadoran Human Rights
Commission (CDHES), told Agence France-Presse that between June 1990 and June 1991, 1,355
civilians were assassinated or killed in cross-fire during clashes between soldiers and rebels.
During the same period, 169 persons were disappeared and 721 illegally detained by the armed
forces. In May and June this year, abductions numbered 52 and 102, respectively. Over the twomonth period, 20 persons disappeared and 172 were assassinated. According to Medrano, CDHES
investigations indicate that while the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) is
responsible for human rights abuses, the majority are perpetrated by soldiers. She pointed out that
in June and July 1991 this year, troops pertaining to the 4th military garrison in Morazan department
carried out 130 abductions. Several persons arrested were subjected to torture. Medrano noted an
alarming increase in death threats against opposition political leaders, and civic, religious and trade
union activists and their family members. Included here are the July 8 assassination of Marginal
Communities Council leader Martin Ayala and torture of his wife; a break-in this month at the
Pequena Comunidad convent and death threats against resident nuns; and, bombings of several
organization headquarters. Next, Medrano noted an increase in the number of unidentified corpses
discovered alongside highways, in public places, and in waterways. According to figures provided
by the governmental human rights commission, over the past three months FMLN rebels were
responsible for 11 civilian deaths, and injuries to 97. Meanwhile, the army caused 14 civilian deaths
and 45 injuries. Salvadorans killed during the May-July period totaled 515, and the number of
wounded, 856. (Basic data from AFP, 07/25/91)
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